And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.
-1 Corinthians 13:13

The Longings Family have a love story that would
be nowhere without faith and hope. After meeting
in high school in small town Arkansas and going
to the Senior Prom for their second date, Chad and
Marla became a couple. Chad toyed with plans to
become an architect while Marla earned a business
degree, and both dreamed of a family someday. But
neither of them could have known then how they
would see God’s plan unfold in their lives.

Active in church since childhood, it wasn’t until
college that Chad started to think and pray about a
life in ministry. He remembers one night at church
and a message about Moses and his obedience
to follow God’s call, though he felt doubtful and
incapable. Now go; I will help you speak and will
teach you what to say. (Exodus 4:12) The message
and the passage caused Chad to be overcome with
emotion that brought both tears and prayer. Chad
made a decision that very night that he would listen
and he would follow as God called him into the
ministry.

Confident with his choice, his next step was to tell
Marla. Even though they weren’t even engaged yet,
they were committed to each other and they both
knew this was a decision that would affect them both.
She’ll tell you she’s a worrier, that she usually can’t
help but feel anxious about anything unfamiliar or
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uncertain. But this decision -- the decision Chad had
made about dedicating their lives to the ministry--
this decision gave her a sense of peace.

This step of faith was also an important page of their
love story. Chad’s faith in God -- and Marla’s faith
in Chad. Because, while Marla was also raised in
church and knew all the stories about God, she didn’t
truly know God. Chad’s faithfulness and obedience
allowed her to open her eyes to what had been in
front of her all along. She had been struggling,
but Chad was never impatient with her. Always
understanding and compassionate, Chad knew that
Marla had to walk her own path and pray her own
way to God -- that no amount of pressure from him
would make her a true believer.

Falling in love with Chad led Marla to fall in love
with God. “I get to spend the rest of my life with
the man who helped me find God.” What a powerful
thing, for a love story to be so intertwined with a
faith story. God was already doing amazing things
with this couple.

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. Matthew 6:34

Married in 1997, Chad and Marla moved to Texas
for seminary in the fall of 1998. They arrived in
Fort Worth with no jobs and barely a place to live.
Newly married. Big city. Unfamiliar territory.
Marla’s worrying kicked in. How would they make
it? Would they make it? She was scared. But she
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trusted God and she trusted Chad, and things began
to fall into place. They both found jobs. And they
found friends - other couples they could truly relate
to. Looking back now they both smile when they
remember this time in their lives as really, really fun.
It was tough at first to take this step of faith, but they
had ultimately been reminded that God provides. He
brings the people and means into your life to allow
you to do his will.

After seminary the Longings relocated to N.W.A.
and Chad spent seven years in youth ministry. Chad
and Marla made their home in Springdale and had
three beautiful daughters. They really put down
roots and truly became part of their church family.
And though it had long been a passion of his, as the
years passed Chad began to feel that youth ministry
wasn’t where he ultimately belonged. He began to
feel that tug at his heart. Change was coming again.
Through prayer and fasting Chad began to realize
that the next step for him might mean something
more than just moving away from youth ministry.
God was still working on him and this time that step
of faith would be even bigger.

Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you
what to say. -- Exodus 4:12

In the summer of 2009, it all began to materialize.
Chad and Marla began to consider starting a new
church, right here in the place they had made their
home. They were filled with a dizzying mixture of
emotions. Trust and obedience. Faith. And worry.
This time around they had a family to support. How
would they make this work? Where would they
start? How could they leave the church family that
had become such a big part of their lives?

On some level, Chad had always known there
would be a next step for him - beyond youth
ministry. But the Longings found themselves in
eerily familiar territory - with worry of the uncertain
and the unknown. And yet again, God showed his
faithfulness in providing what they needed. And
Chad found peace in knowing that God needed him
to be a willing vessel. An instrument. The words,
the works, the message - that was all God. Chad was
again hearing that call to be obedient and faithful.

Prepared to hold services in their own living room
for a while, they eventually found the perfect space
that would accommodate both the church and its
preschool, and the 1st service of The Harbor Church
was held on February 7, 2010. The Longings could
hardly believe the day had finally come. Their vision
of a genuinely inviting place for all to gather was
finally coming to life.

Aptly named The Harbor - a place of safety and refuge
- the new non-denominational church is dedicated
to making an impact on the Northwest Arkansas
community. With community service as a pillar of
the church’s ministry, The Harbor aims to influence

through name rather than numbers. They intend to
be the hands and feet of Jesus in the community
doing the work of God. “The Harbor is more than
what happens within these four walls. We want to be
out there. This community needs that,” Chad says.
But with the focus on service to the community also
comes a strong focus on nourishing families within
the church. The Longings will tell you they could
only hope to create a true church HOME for those
that are looking for it. A church home that loves each
other like family.

Give us today our daily bread. -- Matthew 6:11

But it has not been easy. Much like those scary first
days of seminary, there have been days the financial
burden is stressful and worrisome. But they are
reminded that God is faithful and he provides what
is needed. -- it seems that they are more at peace
than ever, confident that God will provide.

Chad and Marla have more than a love story. They
have a faith, hope and love story. Boy meets girl.
Boy and girl get married and begin the journey of a
lifetime. Boy and girl together discover a powerful
faith in God and a rock-solid faith in each other.

To find out more about The Harbor visit www.
theharborNWA.org or find The Harbor on
Facebook. February 2011 marks the first year
anniversary for The Harbor Church. They look
Jforward to celebrating many more.

Dr.Jeff Rhodes
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